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Local Dentists Work to “Give Kids A Smile”

BATON ROUGE, L.a. –(Jan. 8, 2008) In observance of the American Dental Association’s (ADA) National Children’s Dental Health Month this February, dentists are participating in a nationwide effort to provide dental screenings, education and an opportunity for future dental services to children who do not have regular access to dental care.  

As part of the Louisiana Dental Association’s (LDA) efforts for National Children’s Dental Health Month, local dentists will participate in “Give Kids A Smile”(GKAS) on Friday, February 22, 2008 at various local dental offices and schools. 

The ADA and LDA's role in the GKAS project is to function as an umbrella for the numerous charitable education, screening, prevention and comprehensive treatment programs already in existence by having as many of them as possible occur in the same month. GKAS welcomes essentially any activity that addresses the needs of underserved children, from tooth-brushing demonstrations in schools to individual dentists who provide comprehensive care in their offices to large-scale temporary clinics that provide comprehensive dental care.

– More –

The GKAS program began in 2002 and has grown enormously each year. According to the ADA, 2006’s events resulted in treatment of hundreds of thousands of children. Events took place at approximately 1,800 locations across the nation, with an estimated 29,000 dental team volunteers, including almost 11,000 dentists, providing free services to underserved children. 
According to one of the Louisiana coordinators of the event, Dr. Nelson Daly, helping children at an early age recognize the importance of oral health care is a rewarding experience.

“It’s heartbreaking to see a child’s smile destroyed by severe tooth decay. Imagine not being able to eat, sleep and pay attention in school because you have a mouth full of toothaches,” said Daly. 

# # #

NOTE TO EDITORS: 

*Link for Media Kit:

http://www.prnewswire.com/mnr/ada/23488/
The purpose of the Louisiana Dental Association (LDA) is to encourage the improvement and to protect the health of the public, to promote the art and science of dentistry and to represent the interests of the members of the dental profession and the public it serves. The LDA is the largest professional health organization for dentists in Louisiana. For more information, visit www.ladental.org. 

The American Dental Association (ADA) was established in 1859. Today, its membership exceeds 153,000 members. As the world’s largest and oldest national dental association, the ADA serves as an oral health authority committed to both the public and the dental profession. For more information, visit www.ada.org. 
Due to the need for signed parental permission and other documentation, most Give Kids A Smile events can only see children who are pre-registered, usually through schools and social service clubs and agencies. Please do not indicate to the public that the event is open to unregistered children.

If you would like to take photos or video at this event, contact Annette Drody at (225) 926-1986 or (800) 388-6642. 






