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What is SB 4?
· SB 4 in its original form, inspired by RFK and his “Make America Healthy Again” agenda, banned community water fluoridation in Louisiana. The bill was amended twice in the Senate (committee and Senate floor). 
· In its current form, it would allow a municipality’s governing authority (e.g. city council) to hold an election about stopping community water fluoridation. The LDA is concerned that this is too simple a process to remove fluoride, a program that can take millions of dollars to set up in a community and is exceedingly difficult to restore. A better process would be as follows: 15% of the voters in a community must sign a petition to hold an election about discontinuing that community’s water fluoridation program.
What is Community Water Fluoridation (CWF)?
· Community water fluoridation is considered one of the top public health measures of the 20th century. Local water systems add the recommended .7 ppm of fluoride (3 drops per 55-gallon barrel) to the drinking water to protect public oral health and help prevent tooth decay. 
· Around 39% of the water systems in Louisiana add fluoride to their drinking water. Every town that fluoridates chooses to do so. Community water fluoridation has been commonplace, widely-accepted, and recommended by dentists and health organizations for over 80 years.
Does fluoride actually protect your teeth?
· YES. Communities that fluoridate water and communities that have naturally-occurring fluoride have better dental health outcomes. CWF can decrease caries in the public by 25%.  
· Fluoride is an extra layer of tooth decay prevention for everyone, but especially children, disabled folks, and those without access to dental education or care. 
Are there health risks to community water fluoridation? 
· In short, no. Some folks assume that the concentration of fluoride in drinking water is much higher than it actually is. In truth, 0.7 mg/L (0.7 ppm) is the optimal concentration of fluoride in water to help prevent tooth decay. That’s less than one part per million or about the same as three drops of fluoride in a 55-gallon barrel.
· Most of the studies that make erroneous claims about fluoride have been done in other countries with much higher fluoride concentrations and are admittedly poorly developed and executed. Recent, larger scale studies done in the United States show that fluoride in drinking water does not affect children’s IQ or decrease cognitive abilities in older adults.
· Some try to connect fluoride with serious health complications. However, the science shows us that fluoride in the recommended concentrations, has an insignificant or absent relationship to increased risk of cancer, thyroid problems, or developmental delays.  
· If we’re concerned with health risks, let’s look to alcohol, tobacco, nicotine, and air pollution. We have data to show that alcohol, pollution, etc. have a consistent, predictable negative effect on health. 
Why do dentists oppose SB 4?
· They care about their patients’ health - $1 invested in water fluoridation saves $20 in dental treatment costs.
· Calgary, a city in Canada removed fluoride from the water. 10 years later, they re-added the fluoride because in those 10 years, the number of children who received antibiotics for dental infections at the Alberta Children’s hospital increased by 700%.
· The underserved and low-income population will suffer most from this bill. 45% of the children on dental Medicaid in Louisiana see the dentist. 55% DO NOT see a dentist. It is anticipated that at minimum, removing fluoride would cost LA Medicaid an additional $19 million per year in fillings alone.
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